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Mubariq Ahmad (left), the chairman of REDD+ Task Force’s Strategy Working Group, shares the same table with Hein Namotemo
(center), a noted figure from Maluku, and Abdon Nababan (right), the Secretary General of the Alliance of Indigenous Peoples of the
Archipelago (AMAN), during the socialization of REDD+ National Strategy to AMAN at Novotel Bogor, August 5, 2012. (Photo: Leo
Wahyudi S)

“REDD+ National Strategy has not accommodated yet the 1945 Constitution’s Article 18B despite the fact that

indigenous people needs recognition of their rights and existence.” The statement was made by Simpun Sampurna

representing the Executive Board of AMAN Central Kalimantan in REDD+ National Strategy Socialization to AMAN

Boards of Administrators in Bogor, West Java, August 5.

GREETINGS FROM REDD+ TASK FORCE

"For Indonesia to be able

to manifest high economic

value from its protected

forests, it will need to

intelligently acknowledge

the value of ancient wisdom held by its

remaining ‘adat’ communities who are still

managing forests in a sustainable way by

protecting their tenurial rights." 

Chandra Kirana, 
Chair Communication and Stakeholder
Enggagement Working Group
REDD+ Task Force 
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Announcement: Closing of the REDD+ Task Force website
In accordance with the end of the REDD+ Task Force mandate as specified in the Presidential Decree No. 5/2013, as of 30

June 2013, this Satgasreddplus.org website will no longer be maintained and will be moved for future requirements.
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More than 40 indigenous people representatives across from Indonesia in the Indigenous Peoples’ Alliance of the

Archipelago (AMAN) articulated their aspiration to REDD+ National Strategy. AMAN has 20 regional and 80 local

board administrators across from Indonesia. On the other hand, REDD+ Task Force presented team from National

Strategy Working Group, chairman of Pilot Province, Iman Santoso and Funding Instrument Working Group, Agus

Sari.

The statement made by Simpun here did not imply AMAN rebuff against REDD+ National Strategy substance. Most

of indigenous people representatives provided their supports to REDD+ National Strategy despite some conditions.

Let alone, when it relates to rights recognition and tenurial conflict resolution during the socialization.

AMAN Secretary General, Abdon Nababan, explained AMAN’s stance in connection with REDD+ issue. They have

slogan says “No Rights, No REDD”. “It means, indigenous people will accept REDD+ provided that their design and

implementation could recognize and accommodate the existence and rights of indigenous people,” said Abdon

underlining the importance of AMAN in the context of multistakeholders engagement and participation on REDD+

National Strategy. 

Previously, the chair of REDD+ Task Force’s National Strategy, Mubariq Achmad, and the member, Azis Kahn,

explained REDD+ as an international incentive mechanism in the efforts to cut down carbon emission through

forest function recovery and maintenance. National Strategy here consists of five major pillars, namely institution

an process, law enforcement and regulation, strategic program, work paradigm shift, and stakeholders

engagement.

AMAN is believed to have notable position to thrive REDD+ scheme in the future given that the organization

accommodates many groups of indigenous people whose livelihood is always in contact with forest and its

conservation. For the reason, in REDD+ National Strategy development, AMAN is intensively called for giving

feedback.

Responding to this socialization, Abdon asserted that environmental conservation is traditionally deemed innate

value and practice to the indigenous peoples’ livelihood. Indigenous people are familiar with natural conservation

mission brought by REDD+. “The most important for AMAN is how far REDD+ national Strategy in Indonesia gives

opportunity to get what they have dreamt for a long time,” added Abdon stressing out the significance of

indigenous people rights and recognition within the state legal system.

When they have got the recognition, Abdon is optimistically to meet the target of carbon emission reduction and

sink in Indonesia from primary forest possessed by indigenous community. However, in this light Abdon realized

that REDD+ Task Force could barely respond to all queries.

On the other hand, Abdon said, “REDD+ Task Force is thus far considered as government institution which is very

close to indigenous peoples.” For the reason, Abdon expected that the Task Force could help monitor Indigenous

Peoples Recognition Draft Bill at the Parliament so as to go in line with their aspiration.

One of the AMAN National Board members of Sulawesi region, Rukmini Paata Toheke, expected that REDD+

National Strategy implementation should provide special attention to indigenous women. “Indigenous women are

the source of knowledge and indigenous peoples’ tradition keepers. Would it be successful, their roles cannot be

neglected,” said Rukmini.

Responding to AMAN stance here, Mubariq said that that proved their big expectation for the Task Force in the

future. However, he suggested that the expectation should not go to the Task Force but rather REDD+ Institution

which is on preparation. REDD+ Institution will lead the business unusual scheme for a more essential

improvement. “For the time being, all the existing institutions run in the business-as-usual corridor,” said Mubariq.

As to Mubariq, AMAN expectation has actually been accommodated in the long and detailed version of National

Strategy substance. The recently-released document which is waiting for President’s approval is the abridged

version. The unabridged version is disseminated through some forums of Provincial Action Plan Strategy (SRAP)

development.
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He hoped that AMAN could involve actively in REDD+ National Strategy implementation including SRAP

development, particularly at provinces in which AMAN members reside. He added that the strategic value of

REDD+ scheme in Indonesia is the commitment for betterment and conservation of environment directly derived

from the top level of government leader. “This is deemed a big opportunity for future betterment,” Mubariq

asserted.
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